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Some background/context
• Intellectual Policy Rights (IPR) policy in the process 

of being amended. 

• “Working group” has been established  
The role of the Working Group will be to meet to review an amended version of the IPR policy, to consult 
with colleagues in their Faculty

• Lead by Dr Celia Caulcott, Vice-Provost (Enterprise 
and London)



Definitions



Intellectual Property Rights at UCL

• Separate agreement for students and for staff 

• Students retain all IPR with some exceptions: 
 - collaborations with staff or external sponsor  
 - reproduction of “creative work” (e.g., photographs)  

• Staff are bound by UCL’s policy on IPR  
 
 
 
 
 - Academic Board has proposed re-draft to “clarify and consolidate” current 
IPR 
  



Intellectual Property Rights for UCL staff

• But waiver of rights in 2.1.2 does not apply to: 

• Institutional materials: work created by UCL staff for UCL administrative and/or operational purposes (e.g., syllabi, curricula, 
examination papers, …) 

• Computer programs (!): “including but not limited to software, source code, object code, preparatory design materials and 
supporting documents …” 

• Technical specifications & designs  

• Databases  

• Sound recordings, films and broadcasts created for the purpose of teaching where UCL has made the necessary arrangements 
for recording
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Empowered to make it open source on  
behalf of UCL, but they retain ownership



Intellectual Property Rights for UCL staff

UCL also owns IP created outside of staff duty where  
UCL resources have been used



Revenue Sharing Policy



Revenue Sharing Policy

Oxford Revenue Sharing

Edinburgh Revenue Sharing



Further resources: 

• Staff IPR: http://www.ucl.ac.uk/library/copyright/ipr 

• Student IPR: https://www.ucl.ac.uk/students/
policies/intellectual-property-rights 

• Revenue sharing: https://www.ucl.ac.uk/library/
docs/copyright/revenue-sharing-policy-final
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