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Research Interests
Statistical Machine Learning and Large-scale Data Mining

Education
Postdoctoral Feb. 2003 – Jan. 2006
Direction: Machine Learning
Gatsby Computational Neuroscience Unit, University College London, London

Ph.D. Jul. 1999 – Jan. 2003
Thesis: Bayesian Approach to Support Vector Machines
Dept. of Mechanical Engineering, National University of Singapore (NUS), Singapore

Master of Engineering Sept. 1995 – Jan. 1998
Major: Inertial Navigation Technology and Equipment

Harbin Institute of Technology, Harbin & The 3rd Research Academy of China Aerospace
Corporation (CASC), Beijing, P.R. China

Bachelor of Engineering Sept. 1991 – Jul. 1995
Major: Automatic Control
Harbin Engineering University, Harbin, P.R. China

Research/Work Experience
Scientist Jan. 2008 – present
Yahoo! Labs, Audience Science Yahoo!, Santa Clara
Developing learning algorithms for recommender systems in large-scale web-based services,
including online decision making, contextual bandits for personalization, relational learning,
and user click analysis in web content optimization and web search.

Associate Research Scientist Jan. 2006 – Jan. 2008
Center for Computational Learning Systems Columbia University, New York
In David L. Waltz’s group, developed machine-learned ranking systems for failure detection
in a large-scale industrial project contracted with the Consolidated Edison.

Research Fellow Feb. 2003 – Jan. 2006
Gatsby Computational Neuroscience Unit University College London, London
Supervised by Zoubin Ghahramani and David L. Wild, endeavored on statistical machine
learning with applications to ranking and computational biology. I was promoted to senior
research fellow since Feb. 2005.



Research Scholar Jul. 1999 – Jan. 2003
Dept. of Mechanical Engineering National University of Singapore, Singapore
Supervised by S. Sathiya Keerthi and Chong Jin Ong, I carried out doctoral-oriented research
on Bayesian approaches to model selection in support vector machines for multivariate non-
linear regression and classification.
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unified loss function, IEEE Transactions on Neural Networks, 15(1):29-44
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Neural Computation, 15(9):2227-2254
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for support vector regression, in Proc. of the 18th International Conference on Machine
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Professional Activity

• Program Committee Member

ICML 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008; SIGIR 2009, 2010; ECML/PKDD Workshop 2008.

• Peer Reviewing for Conferences:

NIPS 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010; ICML 2009, 2010, 2011; AISTATS 2009, 2010, 2011;
ECML 2008; ESANN 2009; PSB 2007; WWW 2011

• Peer Reviewing for Journals:

IEEE Transactions on Image Processing, KDE, NN, PAMI, Signal Processing, SMC-B
Journal of Machine Learning Research, Machine Learning Journal, Neural Computation, etc.

• Fellow at the Institute for Pure and Applied Mathematics, University of California, Los
Angeles, in the Spring Program ”Proteomics: Sequence, Structure, and Function”, Apr.
2004 - Jun. 2004.

Honors and Awards

⋄ Best Paper Award of ACM WSDM 2011.

⋄ Yahoo! Patent Milestone Award 2010.

⋄ Yahoo! Superstar Team Award 2008, the highest achievement award in the company.

⋄ Honorable mention on the KDD Cup 2002, team member of NUS.

Computer Skills

⋄ Languages: C, C++, Matlab, Unix Shell Scripts, Python, LATEX

⋄ Operating Systems: Unix/Linux, Windows and Map-Reduce
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